English 2 – Track 3 Midterm Exam Study Guide
· Vocabulary 

· Study Units 1-6 focusing on definitions; review synonyms also as they can be definitions.  There will be 25 vocabulary questions on the exam.
· Visit www.vocabtest.com and take the Definitions and Reverse Definitions test for each unit.  Also take the Synonym tests.
· Review the work in your textbook and all of the work in your notebook
· Literary Devices:  Know the definitions for the following Literary Devices:

·  Alliteration:  The repetition of initial sounds in a word: 
·  Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.
· Direct Address:  When a speaker talks directly to someone (set off with commas)
· Please, my friend, come into my home and visit awhile.
· Melanie, would you please open the window?
· hyperbole:  In literature, when an author uses extreme exaggeration.

· I am so hungry that I could eat a horse!
· imagery:  elements in poetry that evoke images of the senses as well as feelings and emotions of the reader.

· The bright orange sun slowly set over the tranquil ocean.
· irony:  A figure of speech in which the opposite of what is expected to happen actually occurs.

· After winning one million dollars in the lottery that would last a lifetime, the winner died the next day in a car crash.

· metaphor:  A figure of speech in which there is a comparison between two like objects

· Her tears were rivers running down her face.
· paraphrase:  To restate in one’s own words

· personification:  A type of metaphor in which distinctive human characteristics are attributed to an animal or inanimate object.

· The branch of the tree bent down and kissed the earth.
· theme:  The central idea, topic or quality of a work

· tone:  The poet’s attitude toward the subject of the poem
· Grammar:  Review the following:

· Accept/except

· Accept : means to agree to:  I accept your apology

· Except:  means to omit:  She completed the entire test except for the final section.

· Affect/effect

· Effect:  Usually used as a noun and preceded by the article an, a, or the
· The death of my cat had an effect on me.
· The effect of the snowstorm was immense.
· Sometimes (though rarely) effect is used as a verb.

· The School board effected substantial changes in the School Policy.

· Affect:  Used only as a verb.

· Studying for my exams affected my final English grade in a good way.

· A lot/allot:  

· A lot:  means a great deal – a is an article pointing out the noun lot.

· Allot:  This is a verb that means “to give.”  Mrs. Sullivan will allot a ten minutes for the quiz.
· There is no such word as alot.  If you try to use it, you are making the word up because it does not exist in the English language.
· Good/well

· Good is an adjective and must modify a noun.

· I had a good day today. (Good modifies day)

· The soup tasted good.  (Good describes soup) – Predicate Adjective

· Well:  Well is an adverb and can only modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs
.

· I did well on my test today.  (Answers the question “How?”)  How did you do?

· I feel well today.  (Answers the question How? How do you feel?

· Than/then

· Than:  used to compare:  I am taller than she.

· Then:  refers to time:  I did my homework, and then I watched TV.

· Punctuation and capitalization of dates and addresses

· January 14, 2009    (Notice the comma and capitalization)

· 2346 Highland Avenue (Notice the capitalization of both words) If the word Avenue was abbreviated, it would look like this: Ave.

Philadelphia, PA  19141 (Notice capitalization and comma placement as well as the two spaces after PA and before the zip code).

· Writing titles of books, short stories,  poems, chapters, and essays correctly

· Books:  First, last and all important words must be capitalized.
· Titles of books must be either italicized or underlined

· The House on Mango Street  or The House on Mango Street
· Short Stories and Poems:  First, last, and all important words must be capitalized

· Must be surrounded by quotation marks

· “Huswifery” 

· “The Most Dangerous Game”

· Chapters:  First, last, and all important words must be capitalized (no underlining, quotation marks, or italicizing)

· My Name
· Pronoun/antecedent agreement

· Correct:  No parent wants his or her child to drink and drive. (Notice that parent is a singular noun so the pronouns his/her must also be singular).

· Incorrect:  No parent wants their child to drink and drive. (Notice the mistake that parent is singular, but their is a plural pronoun and does not agree with its antecedent which is parent.
· Subject /verb agreement:  Subjects and verbs must agree in number
· The boy rides his bike.  (One boy rides) Singular subject (boy)– verb (rides) has “s” on end of it.
· Two boys ride their bikes.  (Boys ride) Plural subject (boys) – verb (ride) has no “s” on the end.

· Correctly written contractions – the apostrophe must be part of the word; it takes the place of the missing letter or letters.
· Will not = won’t

did not = didn’t

· Can not = can’t


I am = I’m

· Would not = wouldn’t

I will = I’ll (NOT  ill)!

· Correct pronoun case – Know the difference between subject and object pronouns.
· I, we, they, she, he, it, you – are all subject pronouns and often come at the beginning of a sentence BEFORE  the verb.

· My sister and I went to the mall.  NEVER say or write “Me and my sister went to the mall.”  Me will never be correct as the first word of a sentence. NEVER!!!!!
· I am taller than she.  We use “she” here instead of  “her” because the sentence really means “I am taller than she is tall.  
· Incorrect:  I am taller than her.  (I know that this sounds correct to you, but it is incorrect).

· I like ice cream.
· We take the bus to school.
· We students agreed to study diligently for our exams.  (Never say “Us students).
· You, them, us, me, him, her and it are object pronouns.  *Notice that You and It can be both subject and object pronouns.

· I will go with you. (Object of the preposition)

· Mary went with James and her.

· I gave the books to James and him.

· Where did you put them?  (Notice that there will never be any words after the word “them.”  It will always be the last word in a sentence).

· Literature:  The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
· Review returned tests and study questions for each chapter.
· Know who the characters in Esperanza’s family are.
· Review vignettes on 
· The House on Mango Street
· My Name


· Our Good Day
· Boys and Girls
· No Speak English
· Bums in the Attic
· Minerva Who Writes Poems
· Linoleum Roses
· Hips
· The Three Sisters
· Mango Sometimes Says Goodbye
· Poetry:  “Huswifery” and “To My Dear and Loving Husband”

· Know direct address and paraphrasing
· Know Puritan Plain Style
· Review returned tests, notes, and textbook
· In “Huswifery,” know the speaker’s attitude toward God.
· Reread both poems.
